believe," they say: "Are we to believe just as simpletons believe?" Surely they
are the fools even though they do not realize it!
Whenever they meet those who believe, they say: "We believe;' while once
they go off alone with their ringleaders, they say: "We are with you; we were
only joking!" God will joke with them and le t them go on acting arrogantly in
their blind fashion! Those are the ones who have purchased error at the price of
guidance, while their bargain does not profit them nor have they been guided.
They may be compared to someone who kindles a fire, and once it lights up
whatever lies around him, God takes away their light and leaves them in
darkness. They do not see: deaf, dumb and blind will never respond!
Or to a raincloud from the sky containing darkness, Thunder and lightning;
they stick their fingers in their ears to ward off death of the thunderclaps, for
God will soon be rounding up disbelievers Lightning almost snatches their
sight away: each time it lights things up for them, they walk along in it, while
when darkness settles down on them, they stand stockstill. If God wanted, He
would take away their hearing and eyesight; God is capable of everything!
Mankind, worship your Lord Who created you as well as those before you, so
that you may do your duty! [He is] the One Who has made the earth a carpet
for you and had the sky built above you, and sent water to pour down from the
sky and brought forth fruit by means of it as sustenance for you. Do not set up
rivals for God while you know [better].
If you (all) are in any doubt about what We have sent down to Our servant,
then bring a chapter like it and call in your witnesses besides God if you are so
truthful. If you do not-and you will never do so-then heed the Fire which has
been prepared for disbelievers whose fuel is mankind and stones! Proclaim to
those who believe and perform honorable deeds that they will have gardens
through which rivers flow. Each time they are provided with fruits from it for
their sustenance, they will say: "This is what we were provided with before!"
They will be given similar things and have clean- living spouses there. They
will live in it for ever!
God does not hesitate to compare things to a mosquito nor to anything bigger
than it. Those who believe realize that it is the Truth from their Lord, while
those who disbelieve say: "What does God want in such a comparison?" He
lets so many go astray through it, and guides many by means of it. Yet only
immoral persons are led astray by it! Those who break God's covenant after
they have pledged to keep it, and sever whatever God has ordered to be joined,
and act depraved on earth, will be the losers. How can you disbelieve in God
when you once were dead and He furnished you with life? Soon He will let
you die once more, then bring you back to life again; then unto Him will you
return! He is the One Who has created everything that is on earth for you; then
He soared up to Heaven and perfected it as seven heavens. He is Aware of
everything!
So when your Lord told the angels: "I am placing an overlord on earth", they
said: "Will You place someone there who will corrupt it and shed blood, while
we hymn Your praise and sanctify You?" He said: "I know something you do
not know."
He taught Adam all the names of everything; then presented them to the
angels, and said: "Tell me the names of these if you are so truthful." They said:
"Glory be to You; we have no knowledge except whatever You have taught us.
You are the Aware, the Wise!" He said: "Adam, tell them their names."

Once he had told them their names, He said: "Did I not tell you that I know the
Unseen in Heaven and Earth? I know whatever you disclose and whatever you
have been hiding."
So We told the angels: "Bow down on your knees before Adam." They [all]
knelt down except for Diabolis. He refused and acted proudly, and became a
disbeliever.
We said: 'Adam, settle down in the Garden, both you and your wife, and eat
freely from it anywhere either of you may wish. Yet do not approach this tree
lest you become wrongdoers."
Satan made them stumble over it and had them both expelled from where they
had been [living]. We said: "Clear out! Some of you will [become] enemies of
others. You will have a resting place on earth a enjoyment for a while."
Adam received words [of inspiration] from his Lord and he turned towards
Him. He is the Relent ing, the Merciful!
We said: 'Clear out from it together! If you should be hand guidance from Me,
then anyone who follows My guidance will have fear nor will they be
saddened; while those who disbelieve and reject Our signs will become
inmates of the Fire; they shall remain in it!
Children of Israel, remember My favor which I have shown you, and fulfill My
agreement! I shall fulfill your covenant. I am the One you should revere!
Believe in what I have sent down to confirm what you already have, and do not
be the first to disbelieve in it. Do not sell My signs for paltry price. I am the
One you should heed! Do not cloak Truth with falsehood nor hide the Truth
while you realize it.
Keep up prayer, pay the welfare tax, and worship along with those who bow
their heads. Are you ordering people to be virtuous while forgetting it
yourselves, even as you recite the Book? Will you not use you reason?
Seek help through patience and prayer, since it is exacting except for the
submissive who assume they will meet their Lord, and that they will return to
Him.
Children of Israel, remember My favor which I have bestowed on you. I have
preferred you over [the rest of] the Universe! Heed a day when no soul will
compensate for any other soul in any way. Intercession will no t be accepted
from him, nor will any alternative be taken for it. They will not be supported.
When We rescued you from Pharaoh's household, they had been subjecting
you to the worst torment, slaying your sons and sparing your women. That
meant such awful testing by your Lord! So We divided the sea for you and
saved you, while We drowned Pharaoh's household as you were looking on.
When We appointed forty nights for Moses, you took the Calf after he [had
left], and you became wrongdoers. Then later on We still overlooked this for
you, so that you might act grateful when We gave Moses the Book and the
Standard so that you might be guided. When Moses told his folk: "My people,
you have wronged yourselves in accepting the Calf, so turn towards your
Maker in repentance and kill your own [guilty] selves; that will be better for
you with your Maker. He will (then) relent towards you, since He is the
Relenting, the Merciful."
So you said: "Moses, we will never believe in you until we see God openly,"
the Thunderbolt caught you while you were (all) looking on. Then We raised
you up after you had died so that you might act grateful; We spread the clouds
out to shade you, and sent down manna and quail for you: 'Eat some of the

